
                                                          

Dear Parents / Carers, 27th April, 2010

We, the undersigned Head Teachers of some schools in the North Salford Network, wish to inform 
parents at our respective schools that following a national ballot, it is our intention to follow our 
unions’ guidance taking industrial action. This will take the form of a boycott of the administration 
of the upcoming Year 6 SAT tests, which were to be held in the week of 10th to 14th May 2010. 
However, internal tests for Years 3 to 5 and teacher assessments in the Foundation Stage and Years 
1 and 2 will remain unaffected.

This will  mean that the present Year 6 pupils  will  not sit  their  government  tests  as scheduled. 
However, it is important to note that they will still attend school as normal that week, still be taught 
their normal lessons and still be assessed by their teachers, using moderated and audited teacher 
assessments. Only the testing will not go ahead.

Both Head teacher and teacher unions  have been in dispute with the government for many years 
about how the publication of school performance tables puts unnecessary and unfair pressure on 
schools in challenging circumstances.  We also feel the testing regime leads to excessive demands 
and stress on children, and a very restricted and far too narrow curriculum in Key Stage 2.  The 
unions feel they have explored every reasonable avenue to avoid taking this action, including:

• Lengthy negotiations with senior politicians, including the government
• Discussions with National Parent and Governing Body organisations:  both of which have 

asked their members to remain neutral should a boycott take place
• Seeking the intervention of ACAS
• Providing  evidence  to  government  Select  Committees  and  Expert  Groups,  who  have 

consistently supported our call for change
• Developed  an  alternative  system  similar  to  those  used  in  Scotland  and  Wales,  where 

‘perform on the day - or fail’ testing has either been scrapped or was never introduced.
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Our unions have asked for a system, as presently used in Scotland and Wales, which ‘puts an end to 
time-wasting rehearsals (over-use of SATs practice tests) for high-stakes testing’.  Instead,  they 
would like to see ongoing tests to be made available  at each stage of a child’s development and 
which support teacher assessment so that an accurate judgment of progress can be made for every 
child.

During this boycott, the hard work put in by children and teachers in our schools to prepare for the 
tests  will  not  be wasted.   There will  be school  based tests,  using previous SATs papers,  to 
support and moderate our teacher assessments.  Children will still receive an end of KS2 level 
assessment in the core subjects, and parents will continue to be informed about their children’s 
progress.  All  relevant  information  will  still  be  made  available  to  the  high  schools  for  transfer 
purposes, and the moderated teacher assessments will  be sent to the local authority and central 
government as normal.

Should you require any further information about this campaign, please do not hesitate to contact 

your respective Head Teacher.

Yours sincerely,

Mr D. Magee Miss C. Green
Head Teacher Head Teacher
Mossfield Primary School Clifton Primary School

Mr P. Jameson Mr P. Wright
Head Teacher Head Teacher
St Luke’s RC Primary School St Peter’s CE Primary School

Mrs S. Rubin Mrs P. Frayne
Head Teacher Head Teacher
St John’s CE Primary School The Deans Primary School 

As stated in this letter, in the past, teacher assessments have been supported by the SATs tests.  
However, for many years we at The Deans have felt that the use made of the results to produce  
league tables was unfair, even though they repeatedly show that we have been one of the top 
performing schools in the country. I can assure parents that our internal tests this year inform us  
that our present Year 6 pupils are performing equally as well as in previous years.

  Mrs Frayne      


